Dear Sir/Madam

[bookmark: _GoBack]East Suffolk Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document and baseline evidence for the East Suffolk Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule – Initial Consultations

East Suffolk Council is in the initial stages of preparing a new Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document and a new Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule for the District and is carrying out initial consultations from Monday 15th March to 5pm on Monday 26th April 2021. 

Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
The Sustainable Construction SPD will provide guidance on a range of topics including energy efficiency, renewable energy, water conservation, sustainable transport and use of materials, to support the implementation of the Council’s adopted Local Plan policies. 

The Sustainable Construction SPD will be a material consideration in the determination of planning applications and, once adopted, will replace the Renewable Energy and Sustainable Construction SPD (September 2013, which relates to the former Waveney Local Planning Authority area only).

This preliminary consultation asks what information should be included in the Supplementary Planning Document and a short questionnaire has been prepared.

East Suffolk Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule 
A CIL Charging Schedule sets out the amount that certain kinds of development must pay to help contribute to the delivery of infrastructure in an area. 

Preparation has begun on an East Suffolk CIL Charging Schedule and, once adopted, it will replace the two existing Charging Schedules, one covering the former Suffolk Coastal area and one the former Waveney area. This initial consultation focuses on the basic viability/development cost assumptions, seeking consultees’ views to help underpin the preparation of a Viability Report, which will be a key evidence base for the CIL Charging Schedule. The Council is also consulting on the Initial Draft East Suffolk CIL Instalment Policy, which on adoption will replace the two existing CIL Instalment Policies. 

Consultation information
At this early stage, the Council is consulting key stakeholders in particular (including developers, infrastructure providers and town and parish councils) as we are especially interested in your views on the proposed scope and content of the Sustainable Construction SPD, and the key viability/development costs to help underpin the CIL Charging Schedule (as well as the Initial Draft CIL Instalment Policy). However, anyone is welcome to comment. We are also consulting on the initial Equalities Impact Assessment, Habitat Regulations Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Draft CIL Charging Schedule. 

To view and respond to the consultation material, including supporting information (which includes), please visit www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-policy-consultations. If you are unable to submit comments online you can email planningpolicy@eastsuffolk.gov.uk or write to us at East Suffolk Council, Planning Policy and Delivery Team, Riverside, 4 Canning Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 0EQ.

If you are unable to view the consultation documents online, you may request a paper copy of the consultation documents and SPD questionnaire free of charge by contacting us via the contact details provided above. Please note that if you wish to contact us via telephone, we are currently operating a voicemail service (due to all officers home-working). Please leave a message including your contact details and your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

In addition to this, a special ‘virtual’ meeting has been arranged for parish councils to hear more information about the CIL Charging Schedule preparation process and the current consultation. The meeting will take place from 4-6 pm on Tuesday 13th April 2021, with a maximum of one attendee per parish council (due to meeting capacity limits). Please click here to register your attendance; you will receive a weblink to click to join the meeting. 


Please submit any comments by 5pm on Monday 26th April 2021.

All comments received will be considered and taken into account when preparing the draft Sustainable Construction SPD and the draft East Suffolk CIL Charging Schedule. Public consultations on the draft documents are expected to take place during summer 2021.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Planning Policy and Delivery Team on the contact details above should you have any queries. 

Regards
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	Adam Nicholls 
Principal Planner (Policy and Delivery) 
East Suffolk Council
01394 444557
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk
www.eastsuffolkmeansbusiness.co.uk

East Suffolk Council will continue to review and prioritise the delivery of its services during this unprecedented time.
The COVID-19 outbreak will severely impact what we are able to do, however we will continue to support and protect our communities, delivering the critical services you need.
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