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Consultation on the introduction of a licensing scheme to regulate rickshaws.

Consultation period 08.01.2018 -  05.03.2018.

INTRODUCTION

Auto-Rickshaws or Tuk-Tuks are motorised, (electric motor or traditional internal combustion) typically with three wheels, designed for various uses one of which being for the purpose of carrying fare  paying passengers – normally two or three although larger vehicles can carry up to 6 passengers. Cycle-Rickshaws or Pedicabs, are pedal powered cycles (sometimes electrically assisted) with typically three or four wheels, used for the purpose of carrying fare paying passengers – normally two. 
Customarily this form of transport is offered during the summer months, covering scenic routes (and quite often by the coast). For either category of vehicle, motorised or un-motorised, utilising a vehicle of this type to transport passengers on a ‘hire and reward’ basis would require regulation. 
PROPOSAL

To introduce a new policy to licence rickshaw-type vehicles for use within the Waveney District and it is suggested that:-
GENERAL:
(a) The vehicles should be restricted to predetermined routes, notified to the Licensing Team, having been pre-agreed with the relevant Town Council rather than ply for hire on the ranks used by the hackney carriage vehicles; for this reason, rickshaws would need to park on private land when not in use.
(b) The rickshaw would need to be of a design which has the driver/rider to the front and the passengers seated to the rear.

(c) There would be no requirement for the rickshaws to have a taxi-meter fitted but a tariff of fares relating to the route would have to be displayed. 
(d) To limit the vehicles whether pedalled, electrically motorised or powered by the traditional two-stroke engine, to three wheels.  
(e) The safe number of passengers that could be carried in each vehicle would be assessed and determined by the Senior Vehicle Examiner and this number would be displayed on the licence plate. 

(f) The vehicle licence plate, issued by the council, would have to be affixed to the outside of the rear of the vehicle; this plate would also display the expiry date of the licence. 
(g) Any licence/s would be revoked in the event of the Council being reasonably satisfied that a breach of any conditions applying to the Council’s licence or any act or byelaw relating to rickshaws had occurred.
DRIVERS:
(h) that in order to become licensed the drivers/riders of such vehicles:-
(i) All applicants would be required to show proof of eligibility to work within the UK (in line with current Immigration laws relating to licensed drivers;
(ii) All licensees would need to have held a full UK DVLA driving licence in respect of motor cars for one year (in line with the policy for all licensed drivers) and must produce this with their application;
(iii) On application and thereafter every three years licensees would be subject to a DVLA Data Subject Enquiry Report;
(iv) On application, and thereafter every three years licensees would be required to undergo an enhanced Disclosure and Barring check.
(v) All licensees would be required to produce a current medical certificate, to the DVLA Group 2 standard, showing that they are physically fit to operate a rickshaw.  For the purposes of this requirement, medical certificates are valid until the age of 45 after which time a new certificate must be submitted every 5 years to the age of 65 then annually thereafter.
The geographical and driving standards test that hackney carriage applicants undergo could be waived for the purposes of this type of licence however, on completion of these tests a ‘rickshaw’ driver could upgrade to a hackney carriage driver.
    VEHICLES:
(i) A fully paid up insurance policy in respect of the vehicle, covering public liability insurance in the sum of £5 million* would be required during the term of the licence and this policy would have to be produced to an authorised officer of the Council at such times and at such places as may be reasonably required.
*The current level of public liability insurance required for Street Trading Stalls,  Pleasure Boats and Horse-Drawn Carriages licensed by Waveney DC.
(j) Auto-rickshaws would need to comply at all times with the law and the licensee shall produce such evidence of insurance, MOT, registration and excise licence as the Council may require.  
(k) Cycle-rickshaws would need to comply, where practicable, with:
(i) The Pedal Cycle (Construction and Use) Regulations1983

(ii) The Pedal Bicycle (Safety Regulations) 2003
(iii) The Electrically Assisted Pedal Cycle Regulation 1983 (where appropriate)
           And in addition, have two rear position lamps and two rear reflectors.

(l) The vehicle would have to be produced for examination and inspection at an approved garage prior to being licensed and then annually prior to each renewal and at such times and at such places as may reasonably be required. 
(m) The Council should be notified if any alteration is proposed to be made to any part of the vehicle before such alteration is carried out.
(n) Vehicles would need to be fitted with seatbelts or lap belts which will be adequate to retain the passenger in the vehicle and must bear an EC or BSI mark.
(o) The vehicle would need to be kept in good order, the inside and outside clean and braking machinery efficient and all fixtures and fittings on the rickshaw are to be well maintained at all times.
(p) Vehicles would need to comply with the Road Vehicle Lighting Regulations 1989 and in addition, any other electrical equipment fitted must be maintained in good condition and be fully functional.
(q) Tyres would have to have a clearly visible tread pattern over the entire circumference and over the full breadth of the tyre with no exposed chord. Tyres must also be suitable for the proposed load being carried.
(r) The floor of the carriage would have to be covered with mats of a suitable material.
(s) The vehicle would have to either have a watertight roof and a means of opening and closing windows or, in the case of an open carriage, be used in fair weather conditions only.
(t) The seats of the vehicles would need to be properly cushioned or covered; fittings and furniture would have to be kept clean and adequate for the convenience of persons conveyed therein.
(u)  Wheels in the vicinity of the passenger compartment would need to be covered for the protection of the passengers and their clothing.
(v) A basic first aid kit would need to be carried on all vehicles. 
(w) All accidents involving the rickshaw would have to be notified to the council, by the proprietor, within 72 hours.
(x) An unfit vehicle notice could be issued by an authorised officer of the Council, to any operator or driver whose vehicle is deemed unfit to use or whose vehicle is in breach of any of the above proposed conditions.  The unfit vehicle notice would prohibit the vehicle being used until the defect had been rectified to the satisfaction of the authorised officer.
(y) The licence would be revoked in the event of the Council being reasonably satisfied that a breach of the foregoing conditions or any act or byelaw relating to hackney carriages has occurred.
Please respond to the Licensing team by email: licensing@eastsuffolk.gov.uk or in writing to Riverside, 4 Canning Road, Lowestoft. NR33 0EQ by Monday 05 march 2018.
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